BERM BASICS
Following Hurricane Katrina FEMA awarded The Town of Dauphin Island a flood mitigation project at a cost of approximately $4 million dollars.   We are required to cost share at a rate of 15% or $600,000.  Fortunately the Bush/Clinton Katrina Recovery Fund has agreed to furnish the needed $600,000 match funds.    The Town has hired the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers to act as our agent in this endeavor.  As our agent, the Corps of Engineers has designed the bench and berm and will award/administer a construction contract.
Our Katrina berm project construction start up date is anticipated for January 2007.  The project area is approximately four miles in length extending from just west of the Dauphin Island pier area westward to the end of Bienville Boulevard along the southern shoreline.  This area was selected under the terms of FEMA regulations for a flood mitigation effort.  The berm design is based on a 5 year storm event.  This does not mean it will stay in place for 5 years.   THE BERM IS NOT an engineered beach or a restoration project.  The berm has been designed to sit on top of a bench that will be constructed to an elevation of a 5 year storm surge level.  The width of the base of the bench and berm will be between 35 to 50 feet.  While we would have liked to undertake a more substantial project, this is the hand we have been dealt on a take it or leave it basis.
Once actual construction begins we anticipate 4 to 6 months to complete.  Based upon our current schedule the berm would be in place prior to the 2007 hurricane season. There are several items of importance required before construction can begin. Right of entry must be obtained from all property owners affected by the project.  We currently have about 75% signed and returned on file.  It is imperative we obtain the additional signatures in the very near future.  Delays in returning signed right of entry forms may jeopardize our ability to construct the berm prior to the next hurricane season.  We were advised all pilings currently standing in the berm area must be pulled prior to construction.  A bid has been accepted to remove the affected pilings.  This work will begin in the next week or so and must be complete by early December.  Again delays in this effort could delay construction.   

Construction is likely to be a 24 hour, 7 day per week operation.  You can expect to see and hear heavy machinery operating during this time.  The sand source for this project is off shore on the north side of the island in the Mississippi Sound.  Dredge equipment will take the sand from the north side and pump it to the southern shoreline.  Heavy equipment such as bull dozers and backhoes will move and shape the sand within the design template.
Once the berm is constructed it must be protected.  There is currently an ordinance in place restricting walking or other detrimental activities on or around the berm.  Signs will be posted and fines will be imposed.  The Town of Dauphin Island will provide specific walk over areas with appropriate materials in place to protect the berm.  Sea Oat plantings and other erosion control measures will be taken to further assist in the protection efforts. Your cooperation is needed.
Presently a moratorium preventing new construction in the foot print of the berm area and 50 feet north of the berm area is in place.  This moratorium will remain in effect until the berm construction is complete on or about June 30, 2007.  Once the moratorium is lifted, construction will again be allowed contingent upon all normal construction regulations. The berm “itself” will not prevent you from obtaining a building permit.  Should you choose to rebuild in this area, please exercise caution in the placement of any structure.  The profile and structural integrity of the berm must be kept intact.  We cannot reiterate enough that the berm is not an engineered beach.  It is designed as a temporary flood protection effort and is subject to normal wave action.  You are strongly cautioned against relying on this berm to act as a permanent replacement of your property.

