A Message from the President

HURRICANE KATRINA UPDATE

Dear Property Owners:

My sympathies go out to all of you in the wake of Hurricane Katrina.


As a resident of both Dauphin Island and New Orleans, I feel  a huge loss.  I also feel thankful, as you do, that our losses were not worse.  So many have suffered, and still suffer, real agonies. 


The good news is we have weathered the storm on Dauphin Island.  But we have taken a very hard blow. Hundreds of homes on the West End are gone; hundreds are damaged.  The land is flat; the vegetation is gone; the land lies naked and exposed.  What remains of the asphalt of Bienville Blvd is the high ground.

We will rebuild our homes and our island.  But progress will be slow.
          First, we need a program of coastal restoration to protect the 45-mile long Alabama coastline -- more than a third is Dauphin Island.  As an 18-mile long barrier island, Dauphin Island acts as a first defense to hurricane assault and guards the mainland.  
          Dauphin Island, Mobile County and Alabama have long supported the shipping and energy industries that help our nation thrive.  For this support, Dauphin Island’s residents and its coastline have paid a high price.

For decades, the dredging of the Mobile ship channel has starved the island of the sand that is essential to its survival as a barrier island. Simply because it was cheaper to do so, millions of yards of sand that belonged on the coastline of Dauphin Island and would have protected us have been dredged and dumped far offshore.  
       It is time to right this wrong and make amends.
       Unlike our neighbors to the east, who ban oil and gas rigs, Mobile County and Dauphin Island have fostered energy production and exploration.  Again, we have paid the price.  We have lower property values as a result of production platforms that mar our Gulf views.  We have vessel traffic that erodes our harbors.  And today we have a gargantuan drilling rig sitting on our shore.  
         It is time to recognize Dauphin Island’s contributions and sacrifices to our state and nation.

         But this is not just about Dauphin Island, it is about the security of the Alabama coastline.  Take away this barrier island and the mainland will be far more vulnerable to storm attack. 
         Our problems are similar to Louisiana’s. The destruction of the delta has left New Orleans unprotected.  Without Dauphin Island, Mobile could be a New Orleans.

 Louisiana will be seeking help in the restoration of its coastline.  We must make sure that Alabama and especially Dauphin Island get their fair share.
We have given much.  Alabama and Dauphin Island need and deserve something back.

On behalf of the POA , I pledge that we will do all we can to contribute to any plan that will restore, conserve, and protect our coastline.  I  urge you to write to Governor Riley, Senators Shelby and Sessions,  Representative Bonner and other officials urging them to get money for the restoration of Alabama’ coastline. 

A word on the golf course, which most of you asked us “to keep going.”  It suffered damage far worse than Ivan.  We will try to put back 9 holes back into play. But with the tourist season of snowbird golfers in jeopardy, the economics of this effort are uncertain. 

I am hopeful that out of our current crisis will emerge a long time resolution that will benefit all of Dauphin Island.

With hope for our future, very truly yours,

John Reed, 

President, Dauphin Island Property Owners Association 
jwreed@bellsouth.net
504-450-0144 when it works
