Dear Friends,

 

It is time to think about our future.

 

Save the golf course?  Conserve the land?   Develop the golf course? These are the questions that we have been asking ourselves and now are asking you.

Fifty years ago we were entrusted with 200 acres of green space along the Gulf of Mexico, a splendid dune system that culminates in the largest intact dune on the coast, miles of pristine beach, a secluded park (Jeffries) on Dauphin Bay, and a clubhouse of classic 1950's design that is a landmark on the Gulf Coast.

At the same time we were given the responsibility of enforcing a system of restrictive covenants (stronger than zoning laws, which are subject to political whim) that preserve single family neighborhood housing, restrict condo and hotel development, and impose strict height limits on both.

Both our land and our covenants were given to us for the common good of the community. Together they kept Dauphin Island different from its neighbors, and in that difference, a more valuable and special place than ever.  But they will endure only so long as they are held by an entity with the financial strength and legal power to protect them.

The pressures on the island, and our land, have never been so great.  Property values have skyrocketed and developers are seeking every opportunity.  Our land is coveted by many for the benefit of a few.

For years, the POA at great expense has subsidized a golf course.  It cannot do so forever.  This year your Board cut employees, put the Isle Dauphine to work for us, and counted pennies.  We cut the deficit substantially.  Still there is a deficit.  There is substantial deferred maintenance and unmet capital needs for the golf course.  And within 3 to 5 years we will likely lose our gas royalties of $120,000 a year.  The deficit will widen beyond control.  A financially weak POA will not serve you well. 

This Board has been committed to preserving the course and the land around it.  It is willing to consider arrangements with others, including the Town, to do so. It is willing to ask for dues.  

 

Nevertheless, we must realistically prepare for the possibility that there may be insufficient financial support for the course. 

In that case, choices would have to be made.  Preserve our land for all of us, perhaps as a conservancy, a land trust, or a recreation park?  Or turn it over to developers to build a hotel, conference center, condos, or resort to maintain the golf course?  Such development would likely not be small.  It can take a lot to support a multimillion dollar course.  It would require our participation in rezoning our land from conservation/park.  And it could easily lead to more of the same.

Your Board inclines toward the conservative view that the land entrusted to us 50 years ago should be preserved for all of us, and that such a choice will preserve a quality of life that is unique on the coast.  

We have appointed a long range planning committee. But before we go further, we really need to hear from you and find out what you, the property owners, want.  Along with the ballot at the end of the newsletter, we have asked for your opinion.  We look forward to hearing from you, both in writing and at the annual meeting.

 
Thank you!

 

Your POA Board

John Reed, President

Jackie Previto, Ed Boles, Tom Brennan,  Barbara LouisWilliams, Pam McDermott, Jim Druhan, Ron Benoit.

